
 

 

 
 
 

 

School Update 
   
Dear parents/carers, 
 
It has been a great half term and it was a 
shame that the final day had to be had at 
home. As stated in the letter this was done 
with the best intentions of keeping 
everyone safe but we are sorry for any 
issues it caused. 
 
This half term has seen some great trips to 
Tamworth Castle and Coventry Cathedral 
which have been really successful. It has 
been nice to give pupils the chance once 
again to experience different places. 
 
Please see the links on this week’s L’Hebdo 
to some brilliant pupil successes, 
information about how we will celebrate 
world book day during the first week back 
as well as a an update for PE Lessons. 
 
Over half term it is important for all pupils 
to rest and recuperate following the busy 
time they have had. Whilst doing so we 
encourage them to remain safe and focus 
on switching off from their screens and 
getting outside and active (if the weather 
allows). We are increasingly dealing with 
issues that arise from pupils being on social 
media and we ask all parents to closely 
monitor their child’s online activity. 
Throughout the last two years children’s 
ability to socialise has been affected 
through no fault of their own and this 
needs to be repaired in any way possible.  
 

Social media for all its positives does allow 

people to stay connected but children often use 

it as a way of saying or seeing things that they 

know they shouldn’t. Parents should monitor 

their child’s online usage to be aware of what 

content they are being exposed too as well as 

checking any privacy settings to safeguard them. 
 

After half term you will now be able to see your 

child’s current attendance figure. We as a school 

strive for all pupils to have an attendance of 97% 

or above and this will allow you to see your 

child’s attendance at any point you wish. The 

benefits to being in school, learning are obvious 

and we want to make sure that pupils get the 

best chance of success by being in school 

regularly. 

 

We hope that you all have a restful half term and 

look forward to seeing all pupils on Monday 28th 

February. 

 

Mr Grocutt 

 

Deputy headteacher 
 

Check out these links 
Trick Box-Click Here  
Pupil Success-Click here 
Accelerated Reader and MyOn-Click 
Here 
World Book Day-Click Here 
Parent Opportunity-Click Here 
Art Competition-Click Here 
PE Update (All years)-Click Here 



 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS/CARERS 
 

We are a Trick Box School!   
 
WHAT IS TRICK BOX? 
 
We all need a few tricks up our sleeves. 
It’s not always easy being a young person working out who you are and how to navigate challenges and changes in 
the world.  
 
Building Happy Life Habits 
Trick Box is a simple, evidenced based, whole school, whole journey, emotional management and personal 
development programme. It supports children, young people and their families from pre-school to sixth form. Each 
programme, which is available across the Academy Trust, (Early Years to KS5) builds on the others but also stands 
alone.  
 
We are utilising this programme in school to support the mental health and wellbeing of your children.  In TRICK BOX 
time, children will be taught a series of 'tricks' to help them deal with everyday situations.  
 
In KS2, these tricks are printed on cards and used throughout the school. If you would like to purchase a 
box of TRICK BOX cards to use with your child at home, then please order these via ParentPay.  
They are very reasonably priced at £3. 
 
In KS3, children will be provided with a journal to be filled with the tricks.  An overview of the half-
termly habits and tricks will be provided that they can reflect on when further support is needed for their well-being. 
 
Years 5 and 6- The 4 C’s  
The Trick Box programme develops personal skills in 4 key areas 
 

Trick Box programmes from Reception to year 6 develop personal 
skills in 4 key areas through positive habit formation.  
Children develop self-coaching skills and use tricks from their Trick 
Box to help them manage everyday life.  
Teachers use the tricks in class and parents are able to practise these 
with their children at home (cards are available to order). 
 
 

The 
tricks 
are 

introduced and practised regularly so that 
everyone is confident about using them.  
Trick Box offers the personal skills we all 
need to not only manage 
ourselves but to take up positive life 
opportunities and thrive!  
 
 



 

 

This programme is already in place in some of our first schools and will be in all our trust schools imminently. 
Years 7 and 8- Inbox 
The Inbox programme for KS3-5 (Middle years 7-8) is all about developing personal habits and skills in 5 key areas 
(building on the skills already practised with Trick Box).  
 

Less is more 
Developing personal habits doesn’t have to be hard 
work. Inbox tricks in the 5 key areas are introduced 
weekly, building on the skills learnt previously with 
Trick Box.  
   
The habit-based tricks develop progressive skills and 
subskills in line with age-related experiences and 
development.  
 
This programme will then continue if they transition 
to Wolgarston High School or The Rural Enterprise 

Academy. 
 
Independence is key 
The Inbox programme encourages young people to build individual 
strengths. 
  
Using a self-coaching model alongside the habit-based tricks helps them 
to manage challenges in the here and now and create motivating plans 
for the future.   
  
Everyone is unique and we all need to find our own paths 
Some young people may prefer to keep which tricks they’re 
practising to themselves. Some may wish to share with parents/carers and gain further support. The family can 
choose to work on some tricks together. Others prefer to talk to peers or get a little extra help from staff. 
 
We are very pleased to be introducing this programme and hope that we see the benefits soon.  Please do not forget 
to order your Trick Box cards for KS2 children, via ParentPay. 

  
 
  

 

  

KS2 TRICK BOX example: 

This strategy focuses on developing positive 

behaviour. 
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World Book Day  

On Friday 4th March* we’re 

inviting all students and staff 

to join in our belated World 

Book Day celebrations by 

coming to school dressed as a 

favourite book character or author. This year’s theme is a celebration of 25 years of World Book Day 

so costumes should reflect popular stories and authors from the past 25 years. Please do not feel the 

need to go out and buy a costume; often home-made ones reflect the characters more.  

*We’ve chosen to host WBD on Friday 4th due to Y7 Parent’s evening on Thursday 3rd.  

Book Swap Shop @breaktime 

To fuel reading for pleasure we will be running a book swap shop where students will be able to swap a 

previously read book for a new one. This will allow students to explore new authors and genres 

recommended by their peers.  

Please could we request that donated books are in good condition and age appropriate.  

Take a #shelfie…that’s right a #shelfie! 

 

Over half term, we're asking that students take a photograph either of their reading bookshelf or 

collection of books – these could include some of their favourite books or ones that they are 

currently reading. These photos should then be uploaded to the VLE, in the ‘Extra-Curricular’ area: 

#shelfies.  

Students can choose to be in the photo or not, but our aim is to post these pictures on the school 

Facebook page so please only send us photos that have consent to go on social media.  

Teachers have also been invited to share their anonymous shelfies, but will you be able to guess 

whose shelf we post?  

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for #shelfie to enjoy our PMS shelfies. 

Events across the day  

Throughout the day, students will be enjoying a range of reading activities and celebration of stories:  

We’ll be enjoying the digital events and exciting line up of World Book Day £1 book authors – 

including Children’s Laureate Cressida Cowell , who will be hosted by rapper MC Grammar 

and live-streamed from the World Book Day website. The celebration will also feature 

Chris Riddell, Frank Cottrell-Boyce, Allen Fatimaharan, Hannah Lee and other special 

guests to be announced.  



 

 

Every class will enjoy exploration of a different short story, celebrating a range of 

genres, themes and interests.  

Students will enjoy authors reading aloud to them and hearing how writers approach the 

writing process.  

There will be competitions to enter and reading challenges to participate in.  

Book tokens 

As always, students will be provided a World Book Day token which they can use to claim 

their World Book Day book from participating retailers or, alternatively, use to claim £1 

off a different book.  

We look forward to sharing the day’s events and costumes with you, not to mention a good 

book or two!  

Happy World Book Day!  
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Pupil Success 

Mia in Year 5 has had an amazing weekend last weekend at her latest 

dance competition.  

She placed for both her solos - 2nd for her Tap 

solo and 3rd for her Freestyle solo in the Junior 

Open Solo category at the Midlands Move It 

Shake It Competition in Rugby. 

Her Ballet troupe dance also placed 3rd in the 

Junior Troupes category. 

This is a tremendous achievement from Mia, and 

we are all so proud. 

 

Evelyn Year 6 swam at the Staffordshire County Championships last 

weekend and won a bronze medal in the Under 11s 100m breaststroke. 

Her time 1.41.68 was 2 seconds quicker than she'd swam before.  

Evelyn swims for Chase Swimming Club and had been awarded most 

improved Junior Swimmer trophy earlier this year. She is also 

swimming in the 50m and 200m breaststroke at the County Champs 

later this month. Well done Evelyn this is absolutely fantastic. 

 

 

 

For those of you who use social media please remember that we post regular updates/pictures and 

info about what’s happening in school on our Facebook and Twitter pages. If you haven’t already done 

so, then please take a look. 

 

@PenkridgeMiddle                                       Penkridge Middle School 
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1.) Ruby Year 5- 389,618 

2.) Lochlann Year 7- 264, 097 

3.) Isabelle Year 6- 260, 790 

4.) Isabelle Year 8- 134, 185 

5.) Dylan Year 5- 115,500 

5SE -35 quizzes taken 

6TG- 11 quizzes taken 

7MW- 23 quizzes taken 

8SH- 9 quizzes taken 

Well done to everyone who has taken quizzes and 

read books this week. Who will be on the leader 

board next? 

 



 

 

Are you an emergency service worker? 

As part of our career’s education, we are asking for volunteer parents/carers 

of our students who work in the emergency services to deliver a presentation 

or talk to our KS3 students. We would be looking for you to talk about how you 

began your career and to give our students an insight into ‘a day in the life of…’. 

If you are interested in discussing this and supporting our careers curriculum, 

then please provide your details below. Thank you. 

Name ____________________ Parent/carer 

of_______________________   

Career/Job/Occupation_____________________ 

Preferred contact number_______________________  
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PE update – Please see change of topic below for next term. Those students 

learning through hockey require additional kit: shin pads and a gum shield is 

strongly advised, but not compulsory. 

Spring 2 (w/b 28th February – 8th March 2022) 

Class Learning through the activity of: Additional kit required 

5SE Swimming and Quidditch  

5JB Swimming and Quidditch  

5CWK Hockey and Tag rugby Shin pads and gum shield (advised) 

5DGM Hockey and Tag rugby Shin pads and gum shield (advised) 

6AG Tag rugby  

6RK Dance and Quidditch  

6CA Tag rugby  

6TG Dance and Quidditch  

7LW/ATZ Boys 
lesson 1 

Hockey Shin pads and gum shield (advised) 

7MW/KM Boys 
Lesson 2 

Hockey Shin pads and gum shield (advised) 

7LW/ATZ Girls 
Lesson 1 

Health and Fitness  

7MW/KM Girls 
Lesson 2 

Health and Fitness  

7KM Lesson 1 Dance  

7MW lesson 1 Tag rugby  

7LW Lesson 2 Dance  

7ATZ Lesson 2 Tag rugby  

Year 8 Boys  Handball and Leadership activities  

Year 8 Girls Dance and Leadership activities  
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TEMPLATE 

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/NBT-competition-2022-template-1.pdf

