School Update
School was a hive of activity this morning
preparing for the Advent Fayre. There
was cooking going on in the DT rooms
and the school kitchen. Mrs Marya and
Mrs Blakeway have also been busy
making Indian food to sell this evening.
As per our message last night, the stalls in
the hall are for the children only during
the day and then this evening from 4pm
until 5.30pm for parents (with their
children) that have booked on Eventbrite
as well as parents of students singing in
the Choir.
Practical academy led by Mr Meir will be
selling beautiful homemade decorations
after school and we will be sure to post
many photos on Facebook of our exciting
day. All money raised will help pay for
improving the school environment
including wall art by ‘Promote your
School’, outdoor wall art and outside
furniture and a wooden stage to perform
on.

The next round of Year 5 swimming lessons will
take place after the break so the link to the
letters are here for 5JB and 5SE respectively.
We once again have had some great pupil
successes so please see these here.
The French department and Year 8 pupils have
been so excited to receive more letters from
across the channel. See all the details here.
Thank you to all the KS3 parents for their
support in ensuring pupils have a face covering.
We know how frustrating it is going back to this,
but we are doing what we can to ensure that
everyone has an uninterrupted Christmas.
Take care
Mrs Frost

Check out these links
Trick Box-Click Here
Year 5 Curriculum-Click Here
Year 6 Curriculum-Click Here
Year 7 Curriculum-Click Here

As the half term is almost at an end, we
still have some great festive activities to
come in the next week or so. Please see
the link here to these.
In preparation for January please note
that ALL KS3 pupils will be required to
take a LFT in school before returning to
class. We are currently working through
the plans for this and will have it out to
you before we break up.

Year 8 Curriculum-Click Here
Classroom Expectations-Click Here
Equipment List-Click Here
Parent Pay-Click Here
PTFA Xmas Raffle-Click Here

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS/CARERS

We are a Trick Box School!
WHAT IS TRICK BOX?
We all need a few tricks up our sleeves.
It’s not always easy being a young person working out who you are and how to navigate challenges and changes in
the world.
Building Happy Life Habits
Trick Box is a simple, evidenced based, whole school, whole journey, emotional management and personal
development programme. It supports children, young people and their families from pre-school to sixth form. Each
programme, which is available across the Academy Trust, (Early Years to KS5) builds on the others but also stands
alone.
We are utilising this programme in school to support the mental health and wellbeing of your children. In TRICK BOX
time, children will be taught a series of 'tricks' to help them deal with everyday situations.
In KS2, these tricks are printed on cards and used throughout the school. If you would like
box of TRICK BOX cards to use with your child at home, then please order these via
They are very reasonably priced at £3.

to purchase a
ParentPay.

In KS3, children will be provided with a journal to be filled with the tricks. An overview of
the halftermly habits and tricks will be provided that they can reflect on when further support is needed for their well-being.
Years 5 and 6- The 4 C’s
The Trick Box programme develops personal skills in 4 key areas
Trick Box programmes from Reception to year 6 develop personal
skills in 4 key areas through positive habit formation.
Children develop self-coaching skills and use tricks from their Trick
Box to help them manage everyday life.
Teachers use the tricks in class and parents are able to practise these
with their children at home (cards are available to order).

introduced and practised regularly
everyone is confident about using
Trick Box offers the personal skills
need to not only manage
ourselves but to take up positive
opportunities and thrive!
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This programme is already in place in some of our first schools and will be in all our trust schools imminently.
Years 7 and 8- Inbox
The Inbox programme for KS3-5 (Middle years 7-8) is all about developing personal habits and skills in 5 key areas
(building on the skills already practised with Trick Box).
Less is more
Developing personal habits doesn’t have to be hard
work. Inbox tricks in the 5 key areas are introduced
weekly, building on the skills learnt previously with
Trick Box.
The habit-based tricks develop progressive skills and
subskills in line with age-related experiences and
development.
This programme will then continue if they transition
to Wolgarston High School or The Rural Enterprise
Academy.
Independence is key
The Inbox programme encourages young people to build individual
strengths.
Using a self-coaching model alongside the habit-based tricks helps
to manage challenges in the here and now and create motivating
for the future.

them
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Everyone is unique and we all need to find our own paths
Some young people may prefer to keep which tricks they’re
practising to themselves. Some may wish to share with parents/carers and gain further support. The family can
choose to work on some tricks together. Others prefer to talk to peers or get a little
extra help from staff.
We are very pleased to be introducing this programme and hope that we see the
benefits soon. Please do not forget to order your Trick Box cards for KS2 children,
via ParentPay.

KS2 TRICK BOX example:

Breathing and visualisation techniques are a
focus with the ‘1…2…3…4…5…’ strategy.
HOME

Pupil Success
Last week Ted (Year 8) was invited to join the England Youth High Performance Touch
Rugby squad for winter training. He attended his first session on Saturday in London
joining 100 other juniors from across the country
for a day of training, fitness, and practice games.
It was bitterly cold outside during the morning
sessions, and it was a welcome change and great
opportunity to train indoors in a sports dome in
the afternoon.
Touch rugby is a non-contact variation of rugby
that is fun and fast. It is growing fast across the
world, and there are some excellent
development opportunities for girls and boys
regionally and nationally. Stafford Touch Rugby
team welcomes all ages and abilities on
Wednesday nights 7-8.30pm at Stafford Rugby
Club. For more information, please contact the
Stafford Bull Terriers on facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/StaffiesTouchRugbySRUFC)
This is a fantastic achievement from Ted and we are so proud of him. Well done Ted!
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Christmas Dates
10th December: Our choir will be singing at the Penkridge Victorian Fayre.

14th December: Christmas PTFA disco
KS2 and KS3 5:30 - 7:00
Tickets £3.50 and include a drink and a snack; we will have a small sweet shop, face
painting (permission from parents please), chocolate raffle. Payment should be made via
ParentPay please.

15th December: Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day
Details will follow about Christmas lunch- it will be ordered through ParentPay. There will
of course be a vegetarian option.

16th December:
Christmas Concert in the evening in the Church – Choir Only. More details to follow.
17th December: We break up for Christmas at 1pm
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Parent Pay

To contact you at home alongside Class Charts we will also cease using parent mail and
instead use Parent Pay.
In order for us to do this we need parents to take the following actions.
> Log in to parent pay.
> Click on the 3 white lines at the top of page (left hand side)
> Telephone Number
> Mobile Number
This will support us in contacting you if needed as well as paying for any school items including lunch,
trips and visit.

HOME

HOME

HOME

HOME

French Pen pals
Year 8, Mrs Tyler and Mrs Wilson were really excited to
receive their second parcel of letters from their Pen pal
Exchange school in Figeac,
Southwest France earlier this
week! Our own second letters,
written last week in class, are
currently ‘en avion’ to our
French friends.
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