School Update
Dear Parents/Carers

Good luck to Ella Evans 8RCT and Harriet Ball 8JW as they
are going straight from school to the national gymnastics’
finals today. We can’t wait to hear all about it.

It’s been another full on, actioned packed week
of learning and extra-curricular activities here at
PMS. Mr. Cole and Mr. Grocutt delivered some
excellent year assemblies about Remembrance.
Mrs Wilson and Mrs Tyler’s Y8 groups have
produced some beautifully detailed pieces of art
based around WW1; this has been linked to the
topic they have been studying in French this
term. Mr Grocutt worked with some students in
each year group who read some very moving
Remembrance poetry. Both the French work and
poetry are both shown on our school Facebook
and Twitter pages. Even if you are not on
Facebook you can still view it by searching up
Penkridge Middle School Facebook.

Parking Etiquette & Safety for our Children:
Some parents are parking on the front line of the car park
then waiting with their child in the car or talking to other
parents. This is then blocking the carpark exit for those
parents that need to drop and go. Please park right at the
back of the carpark if you are going to stay on the car
park. This makes it safer for children crossing and for
other drivers. Thank you for your support in this matter.

Penkridge Parade this Sunday
If any of our students wish to join in the
Remembrance Parade on Sunday in the Village
they should meet up, wearing Full School
Uniform at 10.20am by The Star Pub. I will be
there walking with Barney (who has a poppy
bandana). Members of the PTFA will also be
supporting the event. It is not a school event
though so all parents must be responsible for
their children please. It would be lovely to be well
represented.

Wednesday 15th December – Christmas Jumper Day and
Christmas Dinner for students and staff. No need to rush
out and spend money on a Christmas Jumper as this year
we are going to run a Christmas Jumper Swop Shop!

On Wednesday morning 7KM got to speak to a
class of students from Palestine. They talked
about their hobbies and generally waved a lot at
the other class of 11-year-olds over in Palestine
using Zoom! Other classes will be getting
involved over the coming Wednesdays. This is
linked to a project that we are doing with the
British Council.
Our Year boys did brilliantly in the district football
finals on Thursday coming in 4th place and playing
really well. Mr Grocutt was really proud of the
effort they put in.

Next week will be our Christmas information special!
Here’s some key dates for the diary as everyone is
getting super busy now – more details to follow:
Friday 3rd December – advent fayre pm. Parents will be
able to attend from 4pm to 5.30pm only.

Thursday 16th December – Christmas Concert in the
Church for the Choir only in the evening.
Friday 17th December – break up for Christmas at 1pm.
Lastly, Barney is starting his Therapy Dog training next
Wednesday afternoon in school; I will let you know how
we get on!
Have a lovely weekend everyone.
Mrs Frost

Check out these
links
Trick Box-Click Here
Pupil Work-Click Here
Year 5 CurriculumClick Here
Year 6 CurriculumClick Here

Year 7 Curriculum-Click Here
Year 8 Curriculum-Click Here
Parent Pay-Click Here
Christmas Card
Competition-Click Here
Preloved uniform-Click Here
Food Parcels-Click Here

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS/CARERS

We are a Trick Box School!
WHAT IS TRICK BOX?
We all need a few tricks up our sleeves.
It’s not always easy being a young person working out who you are and how to navigate challenges and changes in
the world.
Building Happy Life Habits
Trick Box is a simple, evidenced based, whole school, whole journey, emotional management and personal
development programme. It supports children, young people and their families from pre-school to sixth form. Each
programme, which is available across the Academy Trust, (Early Years to KS5) builds on the others but also stands
alone.
We are utilising this programme in school to support the mental health and wellbeing of your children. In TRICK BOX
time, children will be taught a series of 'tricks' to help them deal with everyday situations.
In KS2, these tricks are printed on cards and used throughout the school. If you would like
box of TRICK BOX cards to use with your child at home, then please order these via
They are very reasonably priced at £3.

to purchase a
ParentPay.

In KS3, children will be provided with a journal to be filled with the tricks. An overview of
the halftermly habits and tricks will be provided that they can reflect on when further support is needed for their well-being.
Years 5 and 6- The 4 C’s
The Trick Box programme develops personal skills in 4 key areas
Trick Box programmes from Reception to year 6 develop personal
skills in 4 key areas through positive habit formation.
Children develop self-coaching skills and use tricks from their Trick
Box to help them manage everyday life.
Teachers use the tricks in class and parents are able to practise these
with their children at home (cards are available to order).

The
tricks
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introduced and practised regularly
everyone is confident about using
Trick Box offers the personal skills
need to not only manage
ourselves but to take up positive
opportunities and thrive!
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This programme is already in place in some of our first schools and will be in all our trust schools imminently.
Years 7 and 8- Inbox
The Inbox programme for KS3-5 (Middle years 7-8) is all about developing personal habits and skills in 5 key areas
(building on the skills already practised with Trick Box).
Less is more
Developing personal habits doesn’t have to be hard
work. Inbox tricks in the 5 key areas are introduced
weekly, building on the skills learnt previously with
Trick Box.
The habit-based tricks develop progressive skills and
subskills in line with age-related experiences and
development.
This programme will then continue if they transition
to Wolgarston High School or The Rural Enterprise
Academy.
Independence is key
The Inbox programme encourages young people to build individual
strengths.
Using a self-coaching model alongside the habit-based tricks helps
to manage challenges in the here and now and create motivating
for the future.
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Everyone is unique and we all need to find our own paths
Some young people may prefer to keep which tricks they’re
practising to themselves. Some may wish to share with parents/carers and gain further support. The family can
choose to work on some tricks together. Others prefer to talk to peers or get a little extra help from staff.
We are very pleased to be introducing this programme and hope that we see the benefits soon. Please do not forget
to order your Trick Box cards for KS2 children, via ParentPay.

KS2 TRICK BOX example
If you want to feel relaxed or confident or
happy - stand to reflect that.
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Following on from last week’s Diwali post pupils have been busy creating Rangoli Patterns
during Mrs Marya’s lessons this week. It has been great to see the pupils so engaged in
something that is new and that they have never done before.
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Parent Pay

To contact you at home alongside Class Charts we will also cease using parent mail and
instead use Parent Pay.
In order for us to do this we need parents to take the following actions.
> Log in to parent pay.
> Click on the 3 white lines at the top of page (left hand side)
> Telephone Number
> Mobile Number
This will support us in contacting you if needed as well as paying for any school items including lunch,
trips and visit
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