School Update
We have nearly reached the end of the Autumn
term. Children and staff are looking forward to
the upcoming festive break for a rest and some
fun family time (Covid permitting – fingers
crossed). We break up on Friday 17th December
at 1pm. Please can all parents/carers ensure that
they have made arrangements and that your
child knows how they are getting home. In the
past children have got very upset if they are left
in school once their friends have all gone.
Next week students will follow a normal
timetable until the end of Thursday. However,
they will have a special achievement assembly in
their normal assembly slot, and they can wear a
Christmas jumper on Wednesday when it is
Christmas dinner day. The disco will be on
Tuesday, which the PTFA are kindly running.
Thank you for your support for the Advent Fayre
last Friday. Both the games stalls and the afterschool event were a great success. We will share
photos on Facebook when we get chance.
The concert on Thursday is only for the regular
choir. Separate letters will follow to those
involved. Other children can join the choir and
other clubs in the new year.
The nights are getting particularly dark so can I
please remind parents that those children
travelling to and from school on a bike need to
make sure they have lights and a helmet to
ensure they’re safety.
Students have been working hard completing
assessments this week and teachers have been
working equally hard to mark them. Their results
and question level analysis will inform us of any
gaps in learning. This will allow us to adjust our
planning and set up our Spring term
interventions. We will send home an interim
report with their data early in the Spring term
which will coincide with the subject specific
parents’ evenings coming up for each year group.

Last week KS2 enjoyed a live streamed workshop in their
English lessons and KS3 will be treated to a session with
the police dogs in January. We have many other trips/
enrichment opportunities planned so watch this space in
the new year!
Clarity about communicating with staff:
Please do not contact me on Class Charts as I do not get
time to monitor it daily. Please ring or email the office if
you need me to contact you.
To clarify Class Teachers are usually your first point of
contact or the office team. Mr Robinson is the best
person to contact for pastoral matters; he is down the
drive on most mornings so is a great person to catch. Mr
Grocutt is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and Mr
Cole, Mrs Swift and Mr Robinson are also Deputy DSL’s.
Mr Meredith is our lead on KS2 outcomes and overall
curriculum so please contact him or our subject teachers
if you have any questions or concerns. If you ever have
any more serious concerns about your child and feel I
need to be aware, then please phone the office and they
will pass it to me. Please bear in mind that all my
teachers, support staff and SLT, including myself have
teaching or meeting commitments so we may not be able
to get back to you immediately as this would detract from
our commitment to the children and the strategic running
of the school.
Best of luck to the choir who are singing tonight at the
Victorian Market; I hope to see many of you there in the
village.
Take care & happy weekend
Mrs Frost.

Check out these links
Trick Box-Click Here
Final Week ActivitiesClick here
Pupil Success-Click Here
Parents Evening-Click
Here

Volunteer Request-Click
Here
School Menu Changes-Click
Here
PTFA Xmas Raffle-Click
Here
Preloved uniform-Click
Here
Food Parcels-Click Here

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS/CARERS

We are a Trick Box School!
WHAT IS TRICK BOX?
We all need a few tricks up our sleeves.
It’s not always easy being a young person working out who you are and how to navigate challenges and changes in
the world.
Building Happy Life Habits
Trick Box is a simple, evidenced based, whole school, whole journey, emotional management and personal
development programme. It supports children, young people and their families from pre-school to sixth form. Each
programme, which is available across the Academy Trust, (Early Years to KS5) builds on the others but also stands
alone.
We are utilising this programme in school to support the mental health and wellbeing of your children. In TRICK BOX
time, children will be taught a series of 'tricks' to help them deal with everyday situations.
In KS2, these tricks are printed on cards and used throughout the school. If you would like
box of TRICK BOX cards to use with your child at home, then please order these via
They are very reasonably priced at £3.

to purchase a
ParentPay.

In KS3, children will be provided with a journal to be filled with the tricks. An overview of
the halftermly habits and tricks will be provided that they can reflect on when further support is needed for their well-being.
Years 5 and 6- The 4 C’s
The Trick Box programme develops personal skills in 4 key areas
Trick Box programmes from Reception to year 6 develop personal
skills in 4 key areas through positive habit formation.
Children develop self-coaching skills and use tricks from their Trick
Box to help them manage everyday life.
Teachers use the tricks in class and parents are able to practise these
with their children at home (cards are available to order).

introduced and practised regularly
everyone is confident about using
Trick Box offers the personal skills
need to not only manage
ourselves but to take up positive
opportunities and thrive!
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This programme is already in place in some of our first schools and will be in all our trust schools imminently.
Years 7 and 8- Inbox
The Inbox programme for KS3-5 (Middle years 7-8) is all about developing personal habits and skills in 5 key areas
(building on the skills already practised with Trick Box).
Less is more
Developing personal habits doesn’t have to be hard
work. Inbox tricks in the 5 key areas are introduced
weekly, building on the skills learnt previously with
Trick Box.
The habit-based tricks develop progressive skills and
subskills in line with age-related experiences and
development.
This programme will then continue if they transition
to Wolgarston High School or The Rural Enterprise
Academy.
Independence is key
The Inbox programme encourages young people to build individual
strengths.
Using a self-coaching model alongside the habit-based tricks helps
to manage challenges in the here and now and create motivating
for the future.

them
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Everyone is unique and we all need to find our own paths
Some young people may prefer to keep which tricks they’re
practising to themselves. Some may wish to share with parents/carers and gain further support. The family can
choose to work on some tricks together. Others prefer to talk to peers or get a little extra help from staff.
We are very pleased to be introducing this programme and hope that we see the benefits soon. Please do not forget
to order your Trick Box cards for KS2 children, via ParentPay.

KS2 TRICK BOX example:

The skill of negotiating is important when
issues arise. The strategy of ‘Win…Win’ can
be a useful skill.
HOME

Pupil Success
A few weeks ago, Mia (Year 5) was awarded 3rd place for
her Tap solo at the Midlands ‘Move It Shake It’ Competition in Rugby.
Last weekend she received some fantastic news...Following an audition in November
Mia was offered a place at The Ballet Associates Programme which is as follows:
The Ballet Associate Programme is an audition only Ballet Programme in Shropshire
aimed at nurturing ballet students who aspire to excel in dance, and pursue vocational
training with prestigious ballet schools, such as The Royal Ballet School, Elmhurst, Tring
or The Northern Ballet Academy.
Mia will be attending the Junior Associates Programme alongside her usual dance classes
at Stephaneta School of Dancing.
Mia is very passionate about dancing and
works incredibly hard. She's currently
working towards their show at The
Prince of Wales in January.
This is a great achievement, and we
are thrilled with the success Mia is
having. We will watch this space for
all her future successes. Well, done
Mia.

HOME

Christmas Dates
10th December: Our choir will be singing at the Penkridge Victorian Fayre.

14th December: Christmas PTFA disco
KS2 and KS3 5:30 - 7:00
Tickets £3.50 and include a drink and a snack; we will have a small sweet shop, face
painting (permission from parents please), chocolate raffle. Payment should be made via
ParentPay please.

15th December: Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day
Details will follow about Christmas lunch- it will be ordered through ParentPay. There will
of course be a vegetarian option.

16th December:
Christmas Concert in the evening in the Church – Choir Only. More details to follow.
17th December: We break up for Christmas at 1pm
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Volunteer Request

PMS are looking for a volunteer to help on Tuesday mornings from 10.00am to 12.30pm to escort children
along with a member of staff to swimming classes at Penkridge Leisure Centre. Your help will required to
ride on the minibus with the children, help our female students in the changing rooms and check that no
items have been left behind for two sessions of swimming each week.

PVAT is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people/vulnerable
adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
This position is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure check under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974.
Further details regarding this check are available from schools or by visiting
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/disclosure-and-barring-service.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Mrs Blakeway in the PMS school office.
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