School Update
Thank you to all of the families that have sent
in kind donations for our Harvest Collection.
Donations can be sent in up until Thursday
morning next week and then we will leave a
trolley of produce outside reception on the
first Monday of half term. Alternatively,
please ring the school office next week to
request a food parcel that you can collect
next Friday.
Today KS2 have been treated to an amazing
presentation from the Police and some of
their dogs (see social media for pictures). A
huge thanks to one of our parents Mr Lehm
for organising this for our children and look
out for some requests for parents with
interesting jobs in the coming weeks who
may be able to come in a speak to our pupils.
Next week children break up for half term at
normal time on Thursday 21st October. Friday
22nd is INSET day. School reopens to children
on Monday 1st November.
This is the last L’hebdo this half term; there
will be no L’hebdo next Friday as we will be
busy as a staff working towards our School
Improvement Plan.
Next week, Mr Grocutt and I will be out of
school on Monday to attend the National
Middle School Conference. Mr Cole will be
out on Tuesday to attend the second day of
the conference. Also, on Tuesday two staff
from each of the first school are joining Mr
Meredith, Mrs Gutteridge and myself to take
part in our first of 5 days external training on
‘Talk for Writing’.

Mrs Powers unfortunately will still be out next
week due to illness, but we hope she will be back
straight after half term.
Please see the link below for the fantastic
achievements outside of school of our pupils. We
are so lucky to have so much talent here at PMS
but we know that this level of success only comes
from consistent hard work and commitment
#Visible Learning.
If you have ever used the school nurse system and
found it to be useful please can you complete the
survey here to have your say on its running
moving forwards.
Finally, I hope you all have a fantastic weekend
and look forward to the final push before a wellearned half term break.
Take care
Mrs Frost

Check out these links
Trick Box-Click Here
Year 5 Curriculum-Click Here
Year 6 Curriculum-Click Here
Year 7 Curriculum-Click Here
Year 8 Curriculum-Click Here
Parent Pay-Click here
8JW and 5CWK Info Only-Click Here
Pupil Success-Click Here

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS/CARERS

We are a Trick Box School!
WHAT IS TRICK BOX?
We all need a few tricks up our sleeves.
It’s not always easy being a young person working out who you are and how to navigate challenges and changes in
the world.
Building Happy Life Habits
Trick Box is a simple, evidenced based, whole school, whole journey, emotional management and personal
development programme. It supports children, young people and their families from pre-school to sixth form. Each
programme, which is available across the Academy Trust, (Early Years to KS5) builds on the others but also stands
alone.
We are utilising this programme in school to support the mental health and wellbeing of your children. In TRICK BOX
time, children will be taught a series of 'tricks' to help them deal with everyday situations.
In KS2, these tricks are printed on cards and used throughout the school. If you would like
box of TRICK BOX cards to use with your child at home, then please order these via
They are very reasonably priced at £3.

to purchase a
ParentPay.

In KS3, children will be provided with a journal to be filled with the tricks. An overview of
the halftermly habits and tricks will be provided that they can reflect on when further support is needed for their well-being.
Years 5 and 6- The 4 C’s
The Trick Box programme develops personal skills in 4 key areas
Trick Box programmes from Reception to year 6 develop personal
skills in 4 key areas through positive habit formation.
Children develop self-coaching skills and use tricks from their Trick
Box to help them manage everyday life.
Teachers use the tricks in class and parents are able to practise these
with their children at home (cards are available to order).

introduced and practised regularly
everyone is confident about using
Trick Box offers the personal skills
need to not only manage
ourselves but to take up positive
opportunities and thrive!
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This programme is already in place in some of our first schools and will be in all our trust schools imminently.
Years 7 and 8- Inbox
The Inbox programme for KS3-5 (Middle years 7-8) is all about developing personal habits and skills in 5 key areas
(building on the skills already practised with Trick Box).
Less is more
Developing personal habits doesn’t have to be hard
work. Inbox tricks in the 5 key areas are introduced
weekly, building on the skills learnt previously with
Trick Box.
The habit-based tricks develop progressive skills and
subskills in line with age-related experiences and
development.
This programme will then continue if they transition
to Wolgarston High School or The Rural Enterprise
Academy.
Independence is key
The Inbox programme encourages young people to build individual
strengths.
Using a self-coaching model alongside the habit-based tricks helps
to manage challenges in the here and now and create motivating
for the future.
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Everyone is unique and we all need to find our own paths
Some young people may prefer to keep which tricks they’re
practising to themselves. Some may wish to share with parents/carers and gain further support. The family can
choose to work on some tricks together. Others prefer to talk to peers or get a little extra help from staff.
We are very pleased to be introducing this programme and hope that we see the benefits soon. Please do not forget
to order your Trick Box cards for KS2 children, via ParentPay.

KS2 TRICK BOX FOCUS
Practise 'Mirror Mirror'
Say nice things to yourself, even in the
mirror.

Parent Pay

To contact you at home alongside Class Charts we will also cease using parent mail and
instead use Parent Pay.
In order for us to do this we need parents to take the following actions.
> Log in to parent pay.
> Click on the 3 white lines at the top of page (left hand side)
> Telephone Number
> Mobile Number
This will support us in contacting you if needed as well as paying for any school items including lunch,
trips and visits.

FAO: 8JW and 5CWK ONLY
Meet the Class Teacher
Monday 18th October 2021
Dear parents and carers,
Earlier in the year we ran our annual Meet the Class Teacher event, unfortunately Miss Walker (8JW) and Mrs
Walker (5CWK) were unable to attend the evening. We delighted to have them now back in school and we are
pleased to offer a virtual opportunity to them on Monday 18th October 2021.
Class teachers are a vital point of communication in school, they are your first point of contact and the person your
son/daughter will engage with on a daily basis. It is their role to support your child’s pastoral development here at
Penkridge Middle and ensure they are ready to face the rigours of the school day.
During this appointment class teachers will discuss with you how your child has settled into the new term and what
we expect next. This evening provides the perfect opportunity to review your child’s Class Charts record, build a
positive relationship with their new class teacher and get answers to any questions that may have arisen at the start
of a new term.
This evening will take place online at the Schoolcloud website which follows, between 4-7:30pm. You can book a 5minute appointment slot with your child’s class teacher via our Schoolcloud booking platform at
https://PenkMiddle.schoolcloud.co.uk/ . A parents’ guide for booking follows this letter and our office are always on
hand should you require any other assistance when booking.
We hope you find the event useful and thank you for your continued support.
Yours faithfully,

Mr R Cole
Assistant Headteacher

Pupil Success
A huge well done to Jack in Year 7 who
achieved a great result last weekend of winning
the U12 singles competition and U14 Doubles at
Cheslyn Hay Tennis Club. This is a great
achievement, and we are so proud. Well done
Jack!

Well done to Lexie in
Year 6 for finishing 4th
in her national dressage
competition last
weekend. It was the first
time she had entered, and
this is a great success at
such a young age. Well, done
Lexie!
Huge congratulations for to Lewis in Year 6 who
raised an amazing amount £1310
for Birmingham Children’s
hospital which is an outstanding
achievement.

A finally a huge well done to Harriet and Ella in Year 7 on the
medals they achieved in gymnastics. It is great to see theirs
and other accomplishments.

