
 

 

    

 

 
 

School Update 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
We hope that you enjoyed the long weekend 
(despite the rain)! 
 
With only three weeks left until the half term it is 
important, we keep pushing forwards and catching 
up for lost time where we can. 
 
We are making good progress in introducing our 
whole school mental health resource ‘Trick Box/ 
Inbox’. Please speak to your child about what they 
are learning in terms of keeping a healthy mindset 
and developing their confidence. We now have 
some lovely posters in each of the classrooms to 
support this. Please see this link for this week’s 
update. 
 
Following the first fantastic subject review of French 
we move onto next week’s review which will be PE. 
Once this is complete we will be having a focus on 
‘Outdoor Learning’ and how this can play a part at 
Penkridge Middle School. 
 
KS3 pupils will be bringing home 3 further boxes of 
lateral flow testing kits to keep them fully stocked 
for the next few weeks. As always if your child 
requires more then please let us know. 
 
With the changes that have been put in place to 
PSHE following the parent consultation earlier in the 
year, a letter will be sent out via class charts from 
Mr Sutton which details these changes and the 
programme of study for each year group. 
 

We are currently in the process of updating our 
website so please keep your eyes peeled for the launch 
of this in the coming weeks. We are trying to make 
sure that the website is a useful resource and has all 
the information parents and pupils need in which to be 
successful at PMS. 
 
In preparation for September and the introduction of 
the updated uniform policy please see acceptable 
footwear and trousers/skirts for the pupils using the 
links. 
 
Well done to those Year 8 pupils who took part in the 
Reading Quiz this week. Read all about it here. 
 
Thanks to Mrs Evans and the Year 8 pupils attending 
book club, see what they have been reading this term 
here. 
 
Students can now buy snacks/ drinks at break and 
drinks/ ice- lollies at lunchtime from the year group 
trolleys outside, so you may wish to give them money 
for this. Remember, we have a great range of hot 
dinners available which are very popular with pupils so 
if you would like your child to have a school dinner 
then please log onto parent-pay to order their food 
and to pay.  
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Mrs Frost 
 

Check Out this link 
 
Marshbrook Job Advert-Click Here  
 

              

See Parent Pay 
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‘Keep your face to the sunshine and you 

cannot see a shadow’. Helen Keller  

 



 

 

 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS/CARERS 
 

We have become a Trick Box School!   
 
WHAT IS TRICK BOX? 
 
We all need a few tricks up our sleeves. 
It’s not always easy being a young person working out who you are and how to navigate challenges and changes in 
the world.  
 
Building Happy Life Habits 
Trick Box is a simple, evidenced based, whole school, whole journey, emotional management and personal 
development programme. It supports children, young people and their families from pre-school to sixth form. Each 
programme, which is available across the Academy Trust, (Early Years to KS5) builds on the others but also stands 
alone.  
 
We will be utilising this programme in school to support the mental health and wellbeing of your children.  In TRICK 
BOX time, morning class sessions, children will be taught a series of 'tricks' to help them deal with everyday 
situations.  
 
In KS2, these tricks are printed on cards and used throughout the school. If you would like to purchase a box of TRICK 
BOX cards to use with your child at home, then please order these via ParentPay.  They are very reasonably priced at 
£3. 
 
In KS3, children will be provided with a journal to be filled with the tricks.  An overview of the half-termly habits and 
tricks will be provided that they can reflect on when further support is needed for their well-being. 
 
Years 5 and 6- The 4 C’s  
The Trick Box programme develops personal skills in 4 key areas 
 

Trick Box programmes from Reception to year 6 develop personal 
skills in 4 key areas through positive habit formation.  
Children develop self-coaching skills and use tricks from their Trick 
Box to help them manage everyday life.  
Teachers use the tricks in class and parents are able to practise these 
with their children at home (cards are available to order). 
 
 
The tricks are introduced and practised regularly so that everyone is 
confident about using them.  
Trick Box offers the personal skills we all need to not only manage 

ourselves but to take up positive life opportunities and thrive!  
 
This programme is already in place in some of our first schools 
and will be in all our trust schools imminently. 
 
 



 

 

Years 7 and 8- Inbox 
The Inbox programme for KS3-5 (Middle years 7-8) is all about developing personal habits and skills in 5 key areas 
(building on the skills already practised with Trick Box).  
 
Less is more 

Developing personal habits doesn’t have to be hard work. 
Inbox tricks in the 5 key areas are introduced weekly, building 
on the skills learnt previously with Trick Box.  
   
The habit-based tricks develop progressive skills and subskills 
in line with age-related experiences and development.  
 
This programme will then continue if they transition to 
Wolgarston High School or The Rural Enterprise Academy. 
 
Independence is key 

The Inbox programme encourages young people to build individual strengths. 
  
Using a self-coaching model alongside the habit-based tricks helps them to 
manage challenges in the here and now and create motivating plans for the 
future.   
  
Everyone is unique and we all need to find our own paths 
Some young people may prefer to keep which tricks they’re practising to 
themselves. Some may wish to share with parents/carers and gain further 
support. The family can choose to work on some tricks together. Others prefer 
to talk to peers or get a little extra help from staff. 
 
We are very pleased to be introducing this programme and hope that we see the benefits soon.  Please do not forget 
to order your Trick Box cards for KS2 children, via ParentPay. 
 
 

 

KS2 TRICK BOX 

FOCUS THIS WEEK: 

 

This week we focused on negotiating, when issues arise, with the 

‘Win…Win’ strategy. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 4th May, some members of PMS Year 8 Book Club took part in an online reading quiz organised by 

the National Literacy Trust, competing with over 60 other schools in the West Midlands in the regional heats. 

There were ten rounds with questions on subjects like Comics and Graphic Novels, Books on Film and Odd 

one Out, to name but a few. As an avid reader myself, I found some of the questions extremely tough - 

especially given the quiz was a gruelling two and a half hours long too.  

However, I was blown away by the knowledge and enthusiasm shown by the Year 8 quiz team- Evie Phillips, 

Isaac Morris, Finlay Howell, Isaac Payton and Cameron Gough. They worked brilliantly together as a team and 

earned themselves a respectable 24th place- an amazing achievement. I am very proud of them and they were 

fantastic ambassadors for PMS.  

Well done book club ☺ 

Mrs Evans 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Year 8 Book Club 
We read a fantastic book in the second half of the spring term called ‘Where the 

World Turns Wild’ by Nicola Penfold. As a group, we agreed that the subject 

matter reminded us very much of the current COVID crisis and gave us lots of 

things to think about. 

 

Juniper Greene lives in a walled city from which nature has been banished, following 

the outbreak of a deadly man-made disease many years earlier. While most people 

seem content to live in such a cage, she and her little brother Bear have always 

known about their resistance to the disease, and dream of escaping into the wild. To 

the one place humans have survived outside of cities. To where their mother is. 

 

When scientists discover that the siblings provide the key to fighting the disease, 

the pair must flee for their lives. The book details their dangerous journey to 

safety. 

 

Although this book is aimed at children aged 10+, we thought that some of the issues 

discussed might be a bit much for sensitive minds. That said, we thought it was an 

enthralling and worthwhile read (copies will be going into the school library when we 

can use it!) Happy reading and see you soon! 
Mrs Evans 

 

Year 8 book club are now beginning their first shadowing book of the year ‘Look Both Ways’ by 

Jason Reynolds, which the author has described as outlining how children behave when the 

adults aren’t there. We’ll let you know how we’re getting on in a future copy of L’Hebdo! 

‘Where the World Turns Wild’ is an amazing book. It 

seems to really delve into a story of a world in the 

future which reflects the world’s problems into an 

age yonder. I believe the author is trying to reach 

out to readers to impress on us the importance of 

plants and how cutting down trees can have an effect 

on the planet e.g. global warming. This is what I 

enjoyed about this book. Would absolutely read again.  

Isaac Year 8 

I really enjoyed this book- the characters were 

likeable, and it was really interesting. I would 

definitely recommend for anyone. Five stars from me!  

Finlay Year 8 

 

 

I absolutely loved the post-apocalyptic vibe and the 

readers being able to gain a sense of security when 

plants are involved in the setting. I loved uncovering 

secrets, especially considering the story could become 

true someday. I liked this book and would read it again. 

Evie Year 8 
 

A great book and amazing world building by the author. 

It’s so easy to read and hard to put down. My only 

criticisms are that the characters are flatter than tap 

water and the ending felt very rushed instead of leaving 

me wanting more, making me feel empty overall. The 

book has an interesting concept especially given it’s 

similar to the COVID situation, but it’s not the kind of 

book I would choose to read myself. 

Isaac Year 8 

‘Where the World Turns Wild’ is a phenomenal book showing a world of madness on the outside and on the inside. The 

characters had an interesting background and the book goes into depth about their unique lives. Cameron Year 8 



 

 

Extended School Support Teaching Assistant 

Required September 2021 

Job number: 061 

 

Job Summary: 

Salary: Grade 2, SCP 2 (£9.43 per hour) 

Hours: 7:30am until 9:00am then 3:15pm until 6:00pm, Term Time only  

Contract: Permanent 

Closing date: Friday 18 June 2021 

The Role: 

Marshbrook First School requires an enthusiastic, caring person to work as part of a small team to provide 

quality before and after school care and education from 1st September.  

The successful applicant will need a full and relevant level 2 or 3 qualification in early years or childcare. 

Willingness to complete child protection training is a must.  

The successful applicant will supervise breakfast and in and outdoor play sessions.  You will need to liaise with 

parents and teachers, so a positive attitude and friendly, approachable demeanor is a must. Hours are from 7.30 

until 9.00 then 3.15 until 6pm.  Mornings only or evenings only would be considered.  Please state on the 

application form whether you wish to apply for mornings, evenings, either or both.  

Application packs are available on the Penk Valley website www.penkvalley.co.uk 

All completed application forms should be sent by email to: office@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk or posted to the 

school address:  

Marshbrook First School 

Teddesley Road, 

Penkridge, 

Staffordshire 

ST19 5BA 

Closing Date Friday 18th June (noon) 

Candidates who are shortlisted will be informed by telephone or email.   

If you require any further details please don’t hesitate to contact the headteacher, Mrs. D. Spiers at school on 

01785 712780.  

 

"This Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people/vulnerable adults and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment"  

 

We will ensure that all our recruitment and selection practices reflect this commitment. All successful 

candidates will be subject to Disclosure and Barring Service checks along with other relevant 

employment checks. 

 

http://www.penkvalley.co.uk/
mailto:office@marshbrook.staffs.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


